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the prosperity of the governed; this was true in
France when Richelieu assumed power, and it was
equally true when he relinquished power.

Taxation would have been heavy if levied equally
upon all property; its burden became far more
severe when it fell in large proportion upon the
scanty property of the poor. Yet few thought of
changing the system; the exemptions allowed the
privileged orders had long existed, and though
many grumbled, few questioned their validity. At
the assembly of notables in 1626, a courageous pre-
sident of the Court of Aids asked that the taille
should be levied equally on all land, no matter who
was the owner, but he could secure only three votes
for his proposed reform, Certainly Richelieu had
no thought of pressing it, He desired the prosper-
ity of the country, but he was a noble by birth and
a churchman by profession, In his testament he
declared that if the maw of the people found them-
selves in-a condition of too great ease they might
become insubordinate and unruly. He was not a
man to suggest changes that would have modified
the entire social system for the benefit of those who
held the lowest place in it,

Bad as was the theory of taxation, it became
worse in practice, Most of the taxes were farmed,
and the right of collecting them was sold to the
highest bidder* Only persons of wealth could enter
a competition which required the payment of mil-
lions of ready money to the King; the tax farmers
secured unconscionable bargains from, the Govern-
ment and increated their profits by unconscionableduty on salt was a severe
